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STATEMENT BY 

Hon. Muh. Gazali, Vice Chairman of International Affair Committee of The Dewan Perwakilan Daerah of The Republic of Indonesia at The First Plenary Session of the 33​rd General Assembly of ASEAN Interparliamentary
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Excellency, Dr. Marzuki Ali, Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia, and the President of AIPA,

Excellencies, President of the Senate of the ASEAN Member States, 

Excellencies, Speaker of the Parliament of the ASEAN Member states, 

Excellencies, Member of Parliament of the ASEAN Member States,

Excellencies, Member of Observers of AIPA,

Excellency, Secretary General of ASEAN,

Excellency, Secretary General of IPU,

Excellency, Secretary General of AIPA,

Ladies and Gentlements,


On this auspicious occasion, on behalf of the Indonesian Council for Regional Representatives, DPD RI (The Indonesian House of Regional Represantive), I wish to express my warm welcome to Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen’s from the ASEAN member states and Observers Country of ASEAN Interparliamentary Assembly and all distinguished guests for coming along way to actively participate in this august gathering here in Lombok, Mataram, the Capital of East West Island, the beautiful island full of marine resources and sea sceneries.  

Before going further, let me briefly introduce the DPD RI which has undergone its first five years period (2004-2009) as the provincial representatives’ institution at the national level with members directly elected in the general election together with the Indonesian House of Representatives (DPR RI). Now, DPD is ongoing of the second five year period (2009-2014).

Therefore, in institutional perspective, the DPD is relatively new in Indonesia introduced by the third amendment of the state's Constitution in 2001. Nevertheless, the representation quality of the DPD members which consists of 4 members from 33 Indonesia's provinces.

DPD always pays attention to all agenda item more of yearly AIPA meeting as focusing on regional ASEAN issues relating to the welfare of the people. Because we realize that all discussed agendas are definitely related to regional affairs within Indonesian.

ASEAN, on the other hand has in their last meeting made many great achievements in the economic, social and culture matters. 


However, in the world that is characterized by dynamic changes therefore of the view that ASEAN still face numerous domestic and external challenges  that need to jointly address toward achieving the establishment of ASEAN Community by 2015 and beyond.

I am confidences that all these great achievements made by ASEAN so far could not be separated from the active support of the Parliaments of ASEAN member states. Indeed, if there were no closer cooperation and support from representing parliament of each ASEAN member, the ASEAN member government would not have been able to timely and effectively respond to recent challenges with quality incomes. 

In this spirit, in order to achieve the implementation of action plans and other initiative that AIPA and ASEAN adapted so far, particularly to timely respond to the challenges and established a real ASEAN Community, ASEAN is great needs for continued support of the ASEAN member parliaments.  Indeed, I am sure within the AIPA framework, we believe that 33rd AIPA General Assembly will provide great contribution to promote the ASEAN Community by 2015 to be realized. 

Finally, I wish the 33rd AIPA General Assembly success and fruitful results, which will make important contribution to the promotion for the progress, prosperity and happiness of the people where we are representing. In addition I would also like to inform you that as tradition, at the last Plenary Session, the AIPA will adopt all topics of the agenda items into the Resolution of AIPA relating on politic, economic and social matters as well as women problems. All AIPA members should therefore implement of all resolutions soon after their arrive in their countries. Actually DPD paid attention to the implementation of said resolution in all provincials’ government of Indonesian. DPD is bridging between Central Government and Local Government in order to fulfil the aspiration of the people of provinces. But when DPD would accomplish their duties in their provinces they should first tolerant with their neighbour countries namely some of ASEAN Member states which are bordering along. Therefore DPD need great cooperation in implementing a such of the AIPA resolutions to be harmonized with said neighbour countries. Another time DPD could propose such a sister’s city of province with the neighbour countries in the future to properly manage in all angle. Hence to do this job, DPD will be more properly worked if he becomes the member of AIPA. 
Further currently we facing such as the problem relating to the book on “innocent of Muslim” which is from the point of view the Muslim community in the world insulted and other related matters which is happen in one of the ASEAN Members States. I’m confidence that this matter should be brought at least in sharing and caring to the AIPA members of Parliament to be further exposed. 
Last but not least, I would like to wish Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen’s who are the delegates and observers of AIPA country good health, success in your task, safety, happiness, unforgettable and good experience during you stay in the Republic of Indonesia, the great land of ASEAN.

Thank You.  
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